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• Wiam Baker, 66, killed 
four employees and critically 
wounded two others at a 
plant in Chicago. Baker was. 
about to be sent to prison 
for stealing engine parts 
from the factory he was 
employed at for 44 years. 
Police said Baker showed 
up at the plant with an AK-
47 assault rifle, a pump-
action shotgun, a hunting 
rifle and a revolver stashed 
inside a golf bag. 
Baker worked as a fork lift 
operator at the plant from 
1955 until 1995 when he 
was fired after the FBI broke 
up a theft ring. 
SPORTS 
• Oklahoma State 
Cowboy players wore 
patches and observed a 
30-second moment of 
silence in honor of 10 
people in an airplane 
crash on Jan. 27. The 
Cowboys returned to 
basketball Monday night 
against Missouri as a 
packed Gallagher-Iba 
Arena crowd cheered 
OSU's emotional 69-66 
victory over the Tigers. 
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Chemical reaction causes evacuation 
Man taken to hospital 
after inhaling fumes 
By Ashley Brooks 
and Matt Lynch 
The Pan American 
Thirty to 45 people 
were evacuated from 






mixed Chlorine and 
Bromine tablets with 
water at a nearby 
pump house, accord­
ing to Juila Benitez 
Sullivan, director of 
university relations. 
Sullivan said that 
the mixture created 
irritating fumes and 
that one of the work­
ers was transported 
to McAllen Medical 
Center for observa­
tion. Sullivan said 
the worker returned 





the Edinburg Police 
Department and the 
Edinburg Volunteer 
Fire Department 
(EVFD) responded to 
evacuate students 
and staff, as well as 
restrict access to the 
affected area. 
The pool area and 
the Fieldhouse were 
the first two build­
ings evacuated, but 
on the instructions of 
officials on-scene, 
the Science Building 
was evacuated 45 
minutes later due to 
wind direction. 
Head Tennis Coach 
Scott Howard said 
the evacuation took 
him by surprise as he 
and other coaches 
and athletic depart­
ment staff members 
were removed faom 
the area until the 
buildings were 
reopened at 4:30 
See SPILL page 4 
Chemical mixture can 
cause dangerous 
results 
- Ileana Garcia-Spitz/The Pan American 
A member of the Edinburg Volunteer Fire 
Department responds to a Chlorine and Bromine 
spill at UTPA Monday morning. 
Staff Reports 
The Pan American 
Chlorine (CI), the 
17th element in the 
Periodic Table of 
Elements, is a yellow­
ish-green gas which 
combines directly 
with nearly all ele­
ments and can pose 
as a respiratory irri­
tant. 
Chlorine in gas 
form irritates mucous 
membranes, while in 
liquid can burn the 
skin. At 3.5 parts per 
millions (ppm) chlo­
rine is detectible as 
an odor; at 1,000 ppm 
it can be fatal after 
several deep breaths. 
Bromine (Br), orig­
inating from the 
Greek word Bromos, 
meaning "stink," is 
the 35th element in 
the periodic table. It 
is the only liquid, 
non-metallic element 




The red vapor car­
ries a strong and 
unpleasant odor and 
the vapor can irritate 
both the eyes and 
throat. Due to its cor­
rosive nature, if 
Bromine is spilled on 
skin, it can produce 
painful sores. 
Assistant chemistry 
professor Narayan G. 
Bhat said when the 
two chemicals mix 
they could cause dan­
gerous results. 
"It could definitely 
be toxic to human 
beings," Bhat said. 
Both elements are 
commonly used in 




Task force to look into child care needs 
Committee chair 
says care center 
could open by 2002 
By Ryan Zimmerman-Weaver 
The Pan American 
Vice President of enrollment and student 
services, John Edwards established a Child 
Care Study Task Force in mid January to 
examine the issue of child care services on 
campus. 
Edwards appointed Michelle Alvarado, 
director of Financial Services, to serve as the 
chairperson for the effort. 
Richard Trevino, interim director of the 
Learning Assistance Center, also serves on the 
committee. 
"The purpose of the task force is to find out 
whether there is enough need to justify the 
operation," said Trevino. "How much need? is 
the important question." 
Student Government Association (SGA) 
president Benigna Garcia and member Vito 
Chavana are serving on the committee as rep­
resentatives of the student body. 
UTPA currently has no records of how 
many student-parents are on campus. 
"We don't keep a record of that kind of 
information. It isn't a question that we ask on 
the application," said Wistana Maldonado, a 
clerk at Admissions and Records. 
In an effort to find out more about the stu­
dent-parent population, Alvarado has inserted 
some questions regarding parenthood on the 
Noel-Levitz satisfaction survey to be conduct­
ed during the week of February 12. The sur­
vey is administered to students by the office 
of the dean of students and asks questions 
about how satisfied students are with profes­
sors, financial aid, and other main aspects of 
university life 
"There will be a minimum of 1200 students 
in the sampling," said Alvarado, who hopes 
the questions will generate the needed 
response. 
Alvarado believes the number of parents on 
campus will multiply in the next few years. 
She attributes this to the increased enrollment 
^ See CHILDCARE page 4 
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number. They will 






tive format of this 
publication at The 
Pan American busi­
ness office. For spe­
cial assistance to 
attend any event 
listed in this publi­
cation, contact the 
coordinator of the 
event at least one 
week prior to the 
advertised date. 
Opinion 
e t t e r s  -  e d i t o r i a l s  
letters to the Editor 
Cardena's 'attack' on ethnic group 
'narrow-minded and thoughtless' 
To the editor, 
It is acceptable to point 
out "crass spelling and 
grammatical errors" to a 
publication, but it is 
narrow-minded and 
thoughtless to viciously 
attack and blame it on a 
whole ethnic group 
Etzel Cardena, Ph.D, 
someone with an apparent 
Sigmund Freudian complex, 
probably feels glorified by 
his poor opinion about 
Mexican-Americans. There 
are four reporters in The 
Pan American: two of them 
are Hispanic, but may not 
necessarily be from a 
Mexican background. 
Nevertheless, Etzel wrote 
that "UT Pan American (the 
whole university) represents 
to a certain degree, 
Mexican-American culture." 
That is not so. UTPA only 
represents UT's educational 
system. 
Etzel started criticizing 
the writers of The Pan 
American, but at one point 
he also claims that it 
represents the whole UTPA 
system; those are two 
different units. 
If that were the case, there 
have been many Mexican-
American former reporters 
of The Pan American who 
have gone to work for 
prominent newspapers as it 
was reported in this 
newspaper recently in an 
article in memory of the late 
Mr. Bob Rollins. Why 
doesn't Etzel say that those 
are the ones who indeed 
represent the newspaper and 
UTPA? 
No one has legally or 
officially claimed that "UT 
Pan American represents, to 
a certain degree, Mexican-
American culture." That is 
Etzel's unfounded opinion. 
Therefore, the two Hispanic 
reporters out of four, with 
their writings, whether they 
are from Mexican 
background or other, 
represent only themselves in 
the newspaper during this 
semester; they do not 
represent the university or 
the whole UTPA Mexican-
American student body, nor 
the faculty and staff, much 
less the vast Mexican-
American culture. 
Etzel said "the message 
that The Pan American 
gives is that indeed 
Mexican-Americans 
(Chicanos or Hispanics, 
Latinos, or what have you) 
are a bunch of yahoos who 
cannot even write English 
well." That is not an 
absolute. 
Not many, from any 
ethnic group, can be so 
thoughtless as to believe 
that a sample of two 
reporters with Hispanic 
surnames represent the 
whole "Mexican-American 
culture" and UTPA, as Etzel 
put it with no scientific 
proof or any signs of 
research in the matter. 
If one were to generalize 
a group so recklessly as 
Etzel does with Mexican-
Americans, one could say 
that his opinion shows that 
being a psychologist does 
not necessarily make one an 
intelligent and open-minded 
thinker but a narrow-minded 
"yahoo." But I wouldn't 
generalize it because just as 
there are many excellent 
Mexican-American reporters 
and other professionals, 
there are many open-minded 
psychologists with plenty of 
common sense. 
Unfortunately, Etzel's 
concepts fail to fit in the 
latter. 
Jose M. Pulido 
UTPA alumni 
1—1 ' 
Don't be shy. If we had your input we wouldn't have had 
to run this ad. Whether it be comments or complaints 
about professors or administrators, or you just want to 
rant about something... anything. It doesn't matter 
whether it was on or off the paper just make it current and 
interesting and we'll print your letter at the editor's discre 
tion. Letters can be submitted to CAS 171 or email us. 
• Thumbs up to 
Ralph Wigum. 
• Thumbs up to 
Caddyshack. 
* ^ Thumbs up to 
being able to 
wear pajama 
pants at work. 
I Thumbs up to 
sharp pencils. 
I Thumbs up to 
free snacks and 
sodas from the 
vending 
machines. 
• Thumbs down to 
losing your 
change in a 
vending 
machine. 
• Thumbs down to 
teeny-bopper 
movies. 
• Thumbs down to 
• nosey people. jH§ 
11 
• Thumbs down to 
Mad Cow 
Disease. 
• • Thumbs down to || 
p another boring 
II Pro Bowl. 
I Thumbs down to 
commuting. 
18 
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Should there be 
restrictions to driving 




Yes, there should be restrictions. 
I just don't think it's worth the 
risk to drive and use the cell 
phone. You're putting other peo­
ples' lives in danger, as well as 
your own. 
to host HENAAC in 2002 UTPA 
By Eliza Lopez 
The Pan American 
Paul Estrada 
Psychology 
UTPA was chosen to host the 2002 
Hispanic Engineer National Achievment 
Awards Conference (HENAAC) in October at 
South Padre Island. About-1,600 participants 
are expected to attend. 
Anna Mellado, HENAAC director of opera­
tions, said the conference's purpose is to 
honor excellence in science and technology 
and bring together students and professionals 
from government and academic sectors. 
"The number of UTPA students which grad­
uate in a short amount of time impressed our 
board of directors," Mellado said. "We want­
ed to have connections with Monterrey and 
UTPA as the sponsor for 2002." 
Mellado said UTPA always has among the 
highest number of attendees at the confer­
ence. This prompted HENAAC to look at 
UTPA. 
Mellado added that children must feel com­
fortable using numbers so the world can have 
engineers and scientists later. 
"By 2024 this will be a national and poten­
tial issue. If we don't have Latinos get 
involved with numbers and science, we'll be 
way behind," Mellado said. 
UTPA president Miguel Nevarez said the 
university has reached into the junior high 
schools to interest students in math and sci­
ence. 
"We have one of the lowest rates of stu­
dents that go into college," Nevarez said of 
the Valley. 
Yes! Many people have been 
killed, or seriously injured as a 
result of cell phones. We need 
strict laws to stop this. 
-UTPA Media Relations 
Anna Mellado, director of operations for the 
HENAAC talks about UTPA hosting the awards 
conference in October 2002. 
Director of the engineering program Edwin 
LeMaster, said UTPA is making a name for 
itself as an engineering school. He said that 
since UTPA's first graduating class in 1994, 
the university has produced good engineers. 
"Our students are among the best in the 
country, and we've proven that in competi­
tions," LeMaster said. "I hope we don't 
remain a secret." 
President of the Society of Professionals 
and Hispanic Engineers Jose Delgado said the 
students had the enthusiasm to make this hap­
pen. 
"Our enthusiasm and hard work is what 
attracted HENAAC," Delgado said. "We are 
delighted to have had HENAAC choose us as 
their host." 
Mechanical engineering student Patty 
Salazar said the workshops held during the 
conference will be helpful. 
"We've worked really hard, and having 




Yes, there should be restrictions. 
For example, there should be 
restrictions through construction 
zones, and school zones; basi­
cally where there's a higher level 
of hazards. 
Yes, there should be restrictions 
because Valley drivers are bad, 
and with a cell phone, they can 
be deadly. 
AMERICAN LUNG ASSOCIATION* 
ofkws 
YOUR VJ III. 
IS A WAY 
TO CONQUER 
LUNG DISEASE 
Find out how you can help ... 
Holly A. Retherford 
Theatre Performance 
. A car is already a weapon, 
! a cell phone is just adding to 
danger. 
www.texaslung.org 
When you lose someone dear 
to you — or .when a special 
person has a birthday, quits 
smoking, or has some other 
occasion to celebrate — me­
morial gifts or tribute gifts 
made for themjto your local. 
American Lung Association 
help prevent lung disease and 
improve the care of those who 
suffer from it. 
1 -800- LUNG-USA 
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SPILL continued from page 1 
p.m. 
"We were swimming and they just 
told us to get out," said sophomore 
Louis Womble. Womble was in the pool 
with a number of other students at the 
time of the accident. A number of the 
swimmers reported feeling fatigued, but 
no injuries were reported and no irri­
tants were found in the pool. 
Richard Costello, director of environ­
mental health and safety, said the two 
chemical tablets were improperly 
mixed. "It was just human error," he 
said. "Somebody simply made a mis­
take." Costello went on to say that the 
quick response by UTPA police, envi­
ronmental health and safety officials 
and physical plant workers reduced the 
potential threat to students, faculty and 
staff. 
Narayan G. Bhat, an assistant 
Chemistry professor, said the mainte­
nance workers did not understand the 
dangerous nature of the two chemicals. 
"Bromine is extremely poisonous," he 
said. "So is Chlorine for that matter. 
[The workers are] not chemists." 
But Sullivan said the measures taken 
were purely precautionary. " Students 
were not in danger," she said. 
The area remained cordoned off from 
11:07 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Costello said that Alamo 
Environmental collected and disposed 
of the materials. 
!±sgai^ mF """"* 
- Ileana Garcia-Spitz/The Pan American 
A member of the Edinburg Volunteer Fire Department answers questions from the 
media concerning a chemical reaction at UTPA. 
CLASSIFIEDS 
Spring Break Puerto Vallarta March 10-16. Call Golden Tours 687-
7676 or Alex 843-7927 After 6:00 pm. $380.00 
FOR RENT: Efficiency apt. $300 ABP inc W/D. cable, fast Internet/ISP, 
Kitchen, bath, priv. entrance, quiet. Sugar/495/Exp 83 area. H) 783-5094 
M) 493-5094. 
- ileana Garcia-Spitz/The Pan American 
The office of outreach and recruitment services shoots a recruitment 
video with UTPA students at the Student Union building. 
CHILDCARE continued from page 1 
of nontraditional students, aged 25 and 
older. She also said it may be possible 
to have a child care center in close 
proximity to campus or even on cam­
pus by spring 2002. 
"The center may be here that soon, if 
[UTPA] contracts with somebody to 
provide the service." 
While Alvarado is the chairperson, 
there are also other key people appoint­
ed to the board. Other task force mem­
bers are:. 
Letty Benavides, Auxilary Services 
Director; Paula Berkeley, Staff Senate 
Representative; Jeanette Broshears, 
"The purpose of the task 
force is to find out whether 
there is enough need to jus­
tify the operation. How 
much need? Is the important 
question." 
—Richard Trevino 
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Program 
Director; Richard Gray, Student Health 
Services Director; Wendy Jarnes-
Aldridge, Faculty Senate 
Representative. 
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I UTPA's award-winning student 
newspaper, The Pan , 
_ seeks enthusiastic students to 
3 report the following: 
*Campus and Education 
'Science, Environment & Health 
If 'Politics and Government 
• 'Art and Leisure 
• 'Business and Technology 
^ Volunteer and paid positions are available 
*"* Reporters will gain valuable experience to 
)| carry over into any career. All majors 
t accepted. 
ii 
^ APPLY NOW AT CAS 170! 
- OR CALL (956) 384-5085. 
»a«» a* Ytt« yfil^«f«tty 
rease after school breaks 
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After directing more than 150 plays, Marian Monta, artistic director of the UTPA University Theatre, 
says 'goodbye' in her final directoral performance, "the Woods," which runs Feb. 21-25. 
tion, for the musical there 
are private and group 
coaching sessions with 
Ruth Crews and Rick 
Davis of the Music 
Department. Many actors 
have sessions with Kent 
Smither, the choreograph­
er. Of course, the actors 
spend time on their own 
learning their lines, while 
the production staff con­
tinues to have planning 
meetings as the play 
develops." 
The University MARIAN I 
Theatre's thrust configura­
tion means that many scenic materials available foi 
rent from commercial houses cannot be used in this 
production. 
"We can't just rent set pieces and scenery drops 
for plays the way many theaters can. We have to 
design our own," said Tom Grabowski, who 
designs the scenery and lighting for the perfor­
mances. 
Since the show was thoroughly-designed, all the 
scenery and props have to be built with Grabowski 
in his other role as technical director, supervising 
the crew. Costume designer Kate Ellis located sonv 
costumes from a variety of sources to match her 
designs, but she and her staff have created most of 
the pieces from scratch. 
"I traveled thousands of miles over the 
Chiistmas holiday, looking at fabric stores from 
Special to The Pan American 
"This is my last directing hurrah," said Marian 
Monta, artistic director of the University of Texas 
Pan American's University Theatre. "I'm still 
going to be teaching for awhile, but I'm planning to 
make 'Into the Woods' my last major directoral 
effort." 
"Into the Woods," the notable Stephen Sondheim 
musical, will run February 21-25 at the University 
Theatre in the Communication of Arts and Sciences 
Building. 
"I'm tired," she said. "After directing over 150 
plays, I'm ready to do something different." 
Her current plans 
include spending 
more time writing 
grants. 
"People don't 
realize that Pan Am 
has switched from a 
state-supported uni­
versity to a state-
assisted one," 
Monta said. "When 
I first got here, over 
80 percent of the 1 
funding came from 
Austin. Now we are around 25 percent, I believe. 
So a lot of us have to spend more time generating 
funds to support our programs. 
"It's really hard to get funding in the arts. It ain't 
the '60s any more! So to support the theatre pro­
gram, I need to spend more time looking for fund­
It's a ton of work, but if the audi­
ence truly enjoys the musical, then I'll 
be satisfied. Other jobs may pay a lot 
more or have more 'prestige,' but this 
has been satisfying. 
— Marian Monta 
Artistic Director for the University Theatre 
ing sources. Until someone invents the 28-hour day, 
the best thing I can do is give up the directing and 
concentrate on the fund-raising." 
She decided this play would be a good one to 
"retire" on. 
"I love the show and look forward to rehearsals 
every night. I have the best cast for a huge musical 
I have ever had. I have actors who can sing and 
singers who can act, so I'm not going to do any 
better than this. 
"I've known some of these kids for most of their 
lives. Others I just met on this musical. But it's a 
joy to do a show where I'm convinced that many of 
our actors are better than the ones I saw in the 
Broadway production." 
Directing a play starts long 
before the show goes into 
rehearsal. 
"We spend innumerable hours 
reading and selecting properties 
for the season. Then as soon as 
the season is picked, each direc­
tor starts doing research on that 
particular play. 
"There are conferences to 
work out the designs—the basic 
concept for the show, the style, 
the look and so on. These take at 
least six weeks." 
Then the search for actors begins, followed by 
signing up crew members to carry out the designs 
and run the show in performances. 
"We are in rehearsals about 20 hours a week, and 
rehearsal periods last six to eight weeks. In addi­
February 6, 2001 DUNN MUCH Page 7 
Phoenix to Austin and back to find 
what I want," Ellis said. "Since this 
is a state institution, purchasing 
can also be a time-consuming 
process, once you have located 
what you need." 
"It's a ton of work, but if the 
audience truly enjoys the musical, 
then I'll be satisfied," Monta said. 
"Other jobs may pay a lot more 
or have more 'prestige,' but this 
has been satisfying. I'm glad I 
stayed in this line of work all these 
years, but there comes a time to 
exit the scene. With all the won­
derful directors we have trained 
here, plus music and theater facul­
ty who can do the job, the theater will be in good 
hands still." 
Tickets are currently on sale and can be reserved 
by calling the Box Office at (956) 381-3581. 
Admission is free to UTPA students. 
VIONTA 
// 
It's a ton of work, but if the audi­
ence truly enjoys the musical, then I'll 
be satisfied. Other jobs may pay a lot 
more or have more 'prestige,' but this 
has been satisfying. 
— Marian Monta 
Artistic Director for the University Theatre 
II 
February 
Tuesday, February 6 The Cooperative 
Education Office presents a Hispanics 
Association of Colleges and Universities 
(HACU) information session. The session 
includes internship opportunities for the 
summer that are open to all majors. For 
more information call 381-2781. 
Thursday, February 8 Student Health 
Services offers a Skin Care Clinic from 
8:30 to 11:30 a.m. with reduced prices 
for all students, faculty and staff. The 
clinic performs removal of warts and skin 
tags; evaluation of sun exposure and 
moles and treatment for acne and other 
skin problems. For an appointment call 
381-2511. 
Thursday, February 8 The Philosophy 
Club will hold a meeting at noon in room 
111 of the Social and Behavioral 
Sciences Building. 
Friday, February 9-11,16-18 The 
UTPA Folkloric Dance Company will 
present their last series of ALEGRIA 
2000-2001 concerts. Thirty-six dancers 
and musicians will bring the drama and 
excitement of Mexico and Spain's dance 
and music to life. The concerts are held 
Friday, Feb. 9 at 7 p.m., Saturday Feb. 10 
and Sunday, Feb. 11 at 2 p.m., Friday 
Feb. 16 at 7 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 17 and 
Sunday, Feb. 18 at 2 p.m. All concerts 
take place in the Fine Arts Auditorium. 
Tickets are $5 in advance, $7 at the 
door. For more information call 381 -
2230. 
Monday, February 12 Career Placement 
Services presents an Ericsson information 
session from 6 to 8 p.m. in the 
Engineering Auditorium. For more infor­
mation call 381-2284. 
Ihesday, February 13 Student Health 
Services will perform lipid profiles from 
8:30 to 11:30 a.m. The screening includes 
cholesterol; high density lipoprotein cho­
lesterol; low density lipoprotein and cho­
lesterol calculation. Participants must fast 
for 8-12 hours prior to screening. For 
more information call 381-2511. 
Tuesday, February 13 through 
Thursday, February 15 The Counseling 
Center will sponsor a Relationship 
Screening to help the university commu­
nity evaluate their relationships and pro­
vide informational resources and material 
to interested participants. The Center 
encourages couples to attend the screen­
ing, but if one partner cannot attend, sin­
gles are also encouraged to evalute their 
relationships and take information to 
their partner. Screenings take place on 
the fifth floor of the STUS building and 
are held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. An infor­
mation table will be set-up on Valentine's 
Day on the first floor of the STUS build­
ing from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 14 The Valley 
Symphony Orchestra and Chorale, the 
Rio Grande Regional Hospital and the 
South Texas Symphony Association have 
teamed up to plan a special Valentine's 
Day Dance. Tickets, which are $30 per 
person ($300 for a table of 10), may be 
purchased by calling the symphony office 
at 630-5355. The dance takes place at the 
Pharr Convention Center from 7 to 11 
p.m. 
Thursday, February 15 Student 
Placement presents a Target information 
session from 5 to 6 p.m. at the Student 
Services Building, room 153. For more 
information call 381-2243. 
Friday, February 23 Student Health 
Services offers a Men's Wellness Clinic 
from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. SHS will con­
duct prostate, testicular and rectal 
screenings for male students, faculty and 
staff. To make an appointment call 381-
2511. 
Friday, February 23 and Saturday, 
February 24 The UTPA Music 
Department presents the UTPA Mariachi 
in concert on Feb. 23 and 24 at 7 p.m. in 
the Fine Arts Auditorium. The Mariachi 
will be performing traditional mariachi 
music including Jalisciences, canciones 
rancheras and baladas romanticas. 
Tickets are $5 in advance and $7 at the 
door. 
Wednesday, February 28 Student 
Health Services will conduct a Women's 
Wellness Clinic from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Pap smears, pelvic exams and breast 
exams are at a reduced rate for all female 
students, faculty and staff. For informa­
tion call 381-2511. 
Every Wednesday Student Health 
Services conducts free and confidential 
HIV/AIDS testing every Wednesday from 
9 a.m. to noon. The tests and counseling 
are done on the first floor of Emilia Hall. 
Students, faculty, staff and community 
members are welcome. Ask for Ruben. 
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T R U S T .  
A N T I - D R U G . 
is 
T H E  
Studies have shown that in general, kids believe their parents trust them. 
Where kids get into trouble with drugs is when they assume this trust 
implies that they're mature enough to avoid the dangers. TrilSt IS 
essential . Yet they must understand that trust 
comes with responsibilities. That's why you need to 
talk to them about drugs and give them clear, 
consistent rules. Monitoring your kids' 
activities doesn't mean you 
don't trust them. It means that you care 
about them enough to be involved. Between 4 and 
6 p.m. is when kids are most likely to try drugs. So 
keep them busy. Encourage them to try out for the 
them high. Propane. Toluene. m * »• • 
Butane. Nitrous oxide. These basketball team. Or the school play. Or band. Wnai 
r.hnmiA'ilo OTO ff\l IflH if* fYtiUnt/ ... „ 
Kids who read warning labels 
are not always looking for 
what can harm them. Kids 
who use inhalants are looking 
for the chemicals that can get 
matters is your involvement che icals are found in many common household cleaners, 
paints and aerosols that kids 
use to get high. Teenagers want their independence, yet need the 
stability provided by routines. For more information, call 800.788.2800 or 
visit www.theantidrug.com. 
Illegal drugs are estimated to cost America over $110 billion each year in treatment, enforcement, incarceration and social 
damage. But what else could you buy for $110 billion? Well, you could build 1,692 new hospitals. Or operate 632 universities. 
Or 3,667 national parks. You could hire 2,955,956 new high school teachers. Or you could put 758,620 new buses on the 
road! This message is brought to you by Partnership for a Drug-Free America! 
PARTNERSHIP FOR A DRUG-FREE TEXAS AND AMERICA 
TOLL FREE 
1-877-9-NO DRUG 
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Students offer input on 
Moon beans' replacement 
By Daniel Garcia-Ordaz 
The Pan American 
Sweets, cookies, pas­
tries, smoothies, ice 
cream and cold products 
top the list of preferred 
food items being consid­
ered to replace the depart­
ed Moonbeans's menu at 
the Student Union. 
Cold products should 
be successful on account 
of the warmer weather in 
the coming months, said 
Leticia Benavides, direc­
tor of Auxiliary Services 
at UTPA, who negotiates 
food contracts on campus. 
"They need a 
McDonald's. Subway is 
all fat-free stuff," said 
Maggie Ehimika, a soph-
more marketing/mass 
media student. "I'm sorry, 
but I'm not Jared. I'm not 
trying to lose 67 pounds 
in a week." 
Ehimika added that 
McDonald's's toys and 
french fries appeal to her. 
"We have visited with 
different people trying to 
come up with different 
concepts," said Sam 
Smith, director of the 
Student Union. "Do we 
want cookies? Do we 
want a sweets shop? Do 
we want to try to find 
somebody in smoothies? I 
think one of the keys is 
having variety." 
"You get tired of eating 
the same food over 
again," said UTPA stu­
dent Joanna Lozano. 
Dina Campos agreed, 
adding Chinese or 
Mexican food would be 
popular. 
"I have been eating 
potatoes for a week 
already," said Campos. 
"So, I need something 
new!" 
Nursing student Alma 
Cortez said "something 
healthy, different, like 
Chinese food," would 
serve the students. 
Polo Flores, a senior 
criminal justice student, 
said a coffeehouse with 
more reasonable prices 
should replace 
Moonbeans. Coffee cost 
him 3 to 5 dollars at 
Moonbeans, he said. 
"That would be lunch." 
"I heard that a smoothie 
type of place was coming 
in, which is nutritious and 
healthy," said Gloria 
Gonzalez, whose husband 
owns Willie B's Express. 
"Apparently they want 
[students] to stay healthy 
so they want to bring in 
some type of smoothie 
place. It's like a meal in a 
drink." 
Smith said the school 
will work to attract a ven­
dor who will not compete 
with the existing food 
providers. 
"We're going to do an 
open deal and see what 
we can do for the stu­
dents," Smith said. 
"It would be a good 
idea if maybe every 2 or 
3 months [food vendors] 
would change," said 
Andre Garcia, political 
science major, "Just dif­
ferent variety." 
Benavides said the idea 
of rotating food sellers is 
unlikely and students 
should realize local ven­
dors put up money to start 
operations, making it dif­
ficult to come and go. 
"This is their livelihood 
and they have to invest 
capital to get quality food 
to the Student Union," 
Benavides said. "They 




per hour with our Pay 
for Performance Program 
*** Please bring two 
pieces of 
identification with 
you when applying. 
www.west.com 
We offer: 
• Paid training 
• Opportunity to work extra 
hours and premium hours 
• Flexible full- and part-time 
positions 
• Competitive base wage 
• 100% tuition 
reimbursement up to a 
calendar year maximum 
• Business casual dress on 
Fridays and weekends 
• Great benefits package 
APPLY NOW! 
Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
1800 South Main 
McAllen 
664-2617 
We are located off Hwy. 83 at 
the Main Street Exit in the Main 
Race Shopping Center across 
from La Plaza Mall 
E-mail: mcajobs(2)west.com 
- Ileana Garcia-Spitz/The Pan American 
All dressed up: Costume designers sew dresses on Monday to be used 
in the upcoming production of Cinderella. 
Sexual Responsibility Week: 
F e b r u a r y  1 2 - 1 5  
Sponsored by Bacchus/Gamma 
Monday 12, 2001- Rainbow of Truth- students can 
stop by the Student Union Building to view the message 
boards that are created by the experiences of UTPA stu-
dents.This will take place all week. 
Tuesday 13,2001- The Big Event- students can stop 
by the University Center from 12-1 pm to experience a little 
bit of everything. 
Wednesday 14,2001- Get Hitched!- students can cel­
ebrate Valentine's Day by getting "married" to the one 
they love. This will take place at the University Center 
from 12-lpm. 
Thursday 15,2001- "Living in the Bonus Round" an 
Edu-tainment Evening Showcase performed by Steve 
Schalchlin. Steve shares his story of AIDS and helps stu­
dents understand the personal impact of AIDS by using 
music. 
This will take place in the Student Union Theater at 7pm. 
if '»)>UU 
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Baseball team begins season with three losses 
By Jerry Perez 
The Pan American 
Micah Hoffpauir hit a pair of 
homeruns, including the game 
winner in the top of the 13th 
inning that gave the Lamar 
Cardinals a 7-4 victory and com­
pleted a three game sweep of the 
Broncs. 
UTPA (0-3) again had trouble 
delivering in the clutch, as they 
stranded a total of 14 base run­
ners. 
Hoffpauir was a thorn in 
UTPA's side all afternoon, as his 
homer in the eighth inning gave 
the Cardinals a 3-2 lead. 
Lamar added an important 
insurance run in the ninth inning, 
when Mickey Hernandez barely 
beat out senior Darren Heinrichs' 
laser strike from center field on a 
bang-bang play at the plate. 
With the Broncs trailing 4-2 
and down to their last out, 
sophomore Omar Molina and 
senior Caleb Schmidt singled to 
set the stage up for freshmen 
third baseman Matt Sisk. 
Sisk delivered a dramatic RBI 
double to left center that scored 
Molina. 
Schmidt, hustling from first, 
forced a bad throw to third, and 
scored as the Cardinals retrieved 
it. 
Both teams struggled to gener­
ate any offense in the extra 
innings. 
UTPA senior Scott Fowler (0-
1) and Lamar's Wes Cooksey (1-
0) gave their respective teams 
the opportunity to win the ball-
game in extra innings. 
Fowler pitched four and 2/3 
innings and struck out eight 
Cardinals, but made one mistake 
and paid heavily for it in the 
13th. 
After hitting the first batter in 
the 13th, Fowler retired the next 
two Cardinal hitters. 
Facing lefty Jermey Havard, 
the Broncs opted to walk Havard 
and face the hot -hitting 
Hoffpauir. 
Hoffpauir made the Broncs 
pay as he drilled a high and 
away fastball to left center for a 
heart-breaking three-run home-
run. 
UTPA jumped out to a quick 
1 -0 lead in the second inning, 
when sophomore Clark Bagget 
drew a base loaded walk with 
nobody out. However, Cardinals 
pitcher Terry Spencer regrouped 
to get a fielder's choice at home 
plate, and a double play to end 
the Broncs threat. 
The Broncs again loaded the 
bases in the third off Spencer, 
but Thomas Atlee came in for 
the Cardinals and shut the door 
on the Broncs. 
Bronc starter senior Jason 
Garcia sailed through his first 
four innings, but he tired in the 
fifth and gave up two earned 
runs. 
Schmidt tied the game up in 
the seventh with an RBI double. 
Schmidt led the Broncs attack 
going 3-for-6. 
By Jerry Perez 
The Pan American 
Lamar's Christopher 
Norris pitched five solid 
innings and two Cardinal 
relievers limited the 
Broncs to four hits over 
the last four innings to 
propel the Cardinals to a 
5-3 victory, and ruin the 
Broncs final opening day 
at Jody Ramsey Stadium. 
In game two, things did­
n't get any better for 
UTPA, as the Cardinals 
exploded for five runs in 
the top half of the sixth, 
and cruised past the Broncs 8-3 
for a double-header sweep. 
"We pitched well in game one. 
We didn't play that bad, but we 
just couldn't get a timely hit," 
said UTPA Head Baseball Coach 
Reggie Treadaway. 
"I don't want to rush our 
young ones yet, but they're 
going to have to grow up pretty 
quick," he said of his inexperi­
enced ball club. 
Frank James (0-1) took the 
opening day honors for the 
Broncs, but was out-dueled by 
Norris, a 6-foot-4-inch junior 
college transfer from Central 
Arizona. 
Norris (1-0) allowed only one 
hit and one run before giving 
way to the bullpen to start the 
bottom of the sixth. 
James allowed four runs in 
five plus innings, one of which 
was unearned. 
Mickey Hernandez set the tone 
early for the Cardinals, as he 
smashed a towering shot over the 
right field scoreboard in the top 
of the first for a 1-0 lead. 
The Cardinals pushed the lead 
to 2-0 in the second frame on a 
sacrifice fly by Anthony Hays. 
The Broncs quickly responded 
in the bottom half of the inning 
as senior Darren Heinrichs dou­
bled in freshman Matt Sisk to 
make it a one-run ball game. 
Heinrichs, the Broncs' only 
starter with Division I experi­
ence, was strong at the plate, 
going 3-4 and driving in two of 
the Broncs' three runs. 
"I think there was a lot of 
opening jitters for everybody. We 
have only two players that have 
played Division I baseball," said 
Heinrichs, who also stole a base 
and scored a run. 
Lamar stretched its lead to 4-1 
with runs in the fourth and sixth 
innings. With the Broncs trailing 
by three in the bottom of the 
sixth, Heinrichs delivered a RBI 
single that scored sophomore 
catcher Sean Flynn and put run­
ners on first and second with two 
outs. 
But the promising inning 
ended a batter later, when sopho­
more second baseman Clark 
Bagget popped-up to end the 
frame. 
Calvert gave up one run on 
four hits in four innings of work. 
The Broncs made one last gallop 
in the ninth when Heinrichs and 
Bagget led off with singles, but 
Lamar's closer, Richard Vela, 
settled down and yielded only a 
sacrifice fly to junior Sergio 
Pompa. 
Game 2-Lamar 8 Broncs 3 
By Jerry Perez 
The Pan American 
Bronc pitchers com­
bined for seven walks, 
hit three Cardinal bat­
ters, and the Broncs' 
defense committed four 
errors, which helped 
Lamar beat the Broncs 
8-3 and sweep the 
Broncs. 
Junior Justin Dowd 
(0-1) gave up three 
early runs, but settled 
down to give UTPA a 
solid starting perfor­
mance. After trailing 3-
0 in the bottom of the 
fourth inning, the 
Broncs closed the gap 
with consecutive RBI 
singles from junior 
Jerrimy Pantohan and 
GAME 1 NOTES: 
The Lamar bullpen 
allowed only four earned 
runs in over 18 innings 
of work during the 
three- game series. 
GAME 2 NOTES: 
«Norris retired 10 
senior Jason Thompson. 
But once again the 
Cardinals cut the 
Broncs rally short of 
tying the game or tak­
ing the lead, as 
Cardinal Chris 
Flanagan retired senior 
Caleb Schmidt on a 
pop-up to end the 
inning with two runners 
left on base. 
The Cardinals put the 
nail in the coffin the 
following inning as 
they erupted for five 
runs on only three hits. 
UTPA junior Ed Marko 
hit a batter and walked 
two, while Thompson 
committed a huge error 
at first that helped aid 
Lamar's onslaught. 
straight Broncs before 
giving way to the 
bullpen. 
Heinrichs was taken 
out of the second game 
due to a chronic knee 
problem. Catcher Sean 
Flynn displayed his 
defensive abilities. 
XFL borders between good and bad 
By Matt Lynch 
The Pan American 
Commentary 
The writer in me hoped the 
Saturday premiere of the XFL 
would fail miserably. 
If the XFL, known as "the other 
professional football league" by its 
critics, hadEeen a showcase of 
complete buffoonery, has-been and 
never-will-be football players, this 
commentary would have been a 
cakewalk. 
But the football fan inside me 
gleefully enjoyed aspects of 
Saturday's game, and I've already 
thanked the Pigskin Gods for giv­
ing football nuts everywhere some­
thing to watch for the next 10 
weeks or so. 
Despite what I've read from the 
Associated Press and various sports 
columnists, the XFL's not that bad. 
In fact, the new league uses a num­
ber of tricks and tactics that the 
NFL should pick up on in an effort 
to improve its telecasts. 
First, the XFL premire show­
cased great camera coverage in an 
attempt to give fans an "all-access" 
pass to the game. Saturday night's 
game between the Las Vegas 
Outlaws and the New York/New 
Jersey Hitmen had some of the best 
camera work I've seen in any sport. 
While the NFL added a nice 
touch with "Ump Cam" this season, 
the XFL has that beat with a flying 
camera and even flak jacket, hock­
ey helmet wearing cameramen on 
the field during play. Probably not 
the safest job in the world, but it 
captured the feeling of the game 
better than any sideline camera 
ever could. 
But the best thing about 
Saturday's game wasn't readily dis-
cernable because it was what we 
didn't see that made for a good 
football experience. Unlike NFL 
telecasts, where commercials 
invade every second of free air-
time, the first set of commercials 
during Saturday's XFL broadcast 
didn't run until 6:52 left in the first 
quarter. I'm all in favor of bath­
room and snack breaks, but I don't 
need one between every NFL pos­
session. 
While the first XFL game 
showed foo'ball fans a number of 
things not seen in the NFL, a few 
faults marred the overall entertain­
ment. Cheerleaders may serve an 
integral part of the football experi­
ence to many fans, but the XFL 
missed the boat when it comes to a 
classy cheerleading act. 
The XFL cheerleaders showed no 
athletic ability at all, and the acts 
were more like clothed table-danc­
ing than cheerleading. 
The players' jersey nicknames 
were also a bit over the top. Some 
of them were OK, but others, like 
"He Hate Me" and "Baby Boy" got 
old after awhile. Worse still was lis­
tening to Jesse "The 
Body/Mind/Whatever" Ventura try­
ing to figure out what the nick­
names meant. 
Therein lies the biggest problem 
with the XFL. Dennis Miller, 
you've met your match. While 
Miller and Ventura are at complete 
opposite ends of the intellectual 
spectrum, they both share a com­
mon ineptitude for football com­
mentary. 
Besides, doesn't Ventura have a 
state to run? 
So while the Outlaws aren't the 
Baltimore Ravens, and the "Big 
Game at the End" isn't the Super 
Bowl, the XFL does have its bright 
spots. As long as you like football, 
don't over analyze and your remote 
has a mute button to silence "The 
Body," the XFL should prove enter­
taining. 
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55 Meter Hurdle 
Rashaad Ben 2/4/01 
Melvin Brooks 1/27/89 
Nick Montanez 2/27/94 
Indoor Weight Throw 
Robert Lopez 2/4/01 








Special to The Pan American 
Rashaad Ben was one of two 
Broncs to set school records and 
a total of eight Broncs placed in 
the top five in their respective 
events as the University of 
Texas-Pan American had it's 
strongest performance of the sea­
son at the Texas Tech Open 
Indoor Track and Field Meet on 
Sunday. 
Ben, a freshman from Austin, 
smashed the school record in the 
55-meter hurdles with a time of 
7.57. The time earned him first 
place in the meet by just two 
one-hundredths of a second over 
2000 Olympic Trials competitor 
Trafton Rodgers. Ben was run­
ning in just his second ever 
indoor hurdles meet. Both 
Melvin Brook and Nick 
Montanez held the old UTPA 
record of 7.84. The time was just 
1.8 tenths of a secopd off the 
NCAA Provisional Qualifying 
Standard. 
"This is only the second time 
that Rashaad Ben has ever run 
the hurdles indoors," said Head 
Coach Dan Laufer. "Getting so 
close to qualifying for nationals 
Rashaad Ben 
would be amazing for anyone 
except Rashaad. He is truly a rar­
ity. He is as physically gifted as 
anyone I have ever seen. 
"He also works as hard or 
harder than anyone on the team. 
He will play a big role in making 
us competitive at the national 
level." 
Robert Lopez crushed the pre­
vious school record for the 
indoor weight throw with a toss 
of 48'-4" to place fifth. The pre­
vious record of 41'-9" was set by 
Gonzalo Gonzalez during the 
1998 season. Isaac Ybarra took 
eighth in the weight throw with a 
40'-9 34", while J.C. Crosby 
took 11th with a 35'-3 1/4". 
Martin Longoria finished fifth in 
the 600-yard dash in 1:15.37. 
Valerie Summa, a freshman 
from Smithville, Mo., took sec­
ond in the high jump with a 
height of 5'-5 1/4", just off her 
school record of 5'-5 34" she set 
last week. 
Freshman Christian Cabello 
took fifth in the high jump with a 
height of 4'-ll". 
Freshman Amy Moses, throw­
ing in her first meet as a Bronc, 
had a distance of 43'-3" in the 
weight throw, good for fourth 
place. 
April Hipolito took fifth in the 
women's 800 meter with a time 
of 2:28.43. 
Rachel Drury took fifth in the 
pole vault with a height of 8'-6 
1/4". In the women's triple jump 
the Broncs had three athletes 
place with Lovie Mathis taking 
fifth with a 34'-5 1/2", Valerie 
Summa taking sixth with a 34'-3 
1/2" and Christian Cabello taking 
seventh with a 33'-6 34". 
"I am very proud of the team," 
said Laufer. 
"I am fortunate to be surround­
ed by some very special people. 
As well as we are doing, I cannot 
sense any satisfaction. As long as 
we can continue to maintain our 
intensity and focus, the best is 
still yet to come," he added. 
The Broncs and Lady Broncs 
will return to action at the Run-






Hometown: Austin, Texas 
Previous school: Sidney 
Lanier High School 
• A two-sport standout 
at Sidney Lanier High 
School, who excelled in 
track and field. 
• Three-time district 
champion in the 110-meter 
high hurdles and has been 
the district and regional 
champion three times in 
the triple jump. Finished 
fourth in the 2000 Texas 
State Track and Field Meet 
in the 110-meter high hur­
dles with a time of 14.28. 
• Also finished third in 
the region in the 110-meter 
high hurdles in 1999. 
Women's golf team begins season 
Sports Information 
The UTPA women's golf 
team will kick off the 2001 
spring season when it hosts 
the Lady Bronc Classic on 
Tuesday and Wednesday at 
The Club at Cimmaron. 
The Lady Broncs are the 
defending champions, hav­
ing won its own tournament 
for the first time in 2000 for 
then first-year Head Coach 
Barb Odale. This year's 
field includes some of the 
best teams in the region, 
including Southern 
Methodist, Lamar, Oral 
Roberts, Texas A&M-
Corpus Christi and UTEP. 
"I'm very excited about 
the strength of the field of 
this year's tournament," 
said Odale. "It's a great 
opportunity to showcase 
this area to our regional 
competition. I expect the 
girl's to be competitive and 
ready to play when they tee 
it up tomorrow." 
The tournament will con­
sist of three rounds with 
two round being played on 
Tuesday and the final round 
taking place on Wednesday 
at the Club at Cimmaron in 
Mission. Tuesday's first 
round will begin with a 
shotgun start at 8 a.m. and 
will be followed by the sec­
ond round in the afternoon. 
Wednesday's final round 
will begin at 8 a.m. 
The Lady Broncs won the 
2000 Tournament with a 
three-round total of 992 to 
defeat Texas A&M-Corpus 
Christi. Jamie Mclnturff 
took medallist honors with 
a three-round total-of 239. 
Kristen MacLaren of 
UTEP, who fired a 225 to 
take medallist honors in the 
1998 tournament, holds the 
tournament record for an 
individual. UTEP also holds 
the record for low team 
score with a 937 that same 
year. UTPA and UTEP have 
both had two individual 
winners in the tournament 
with Nancy Verastegui win­
ning for the Lady Broncs in 
1996 and Nicco Chilek tak­
ing the title in 1995 for the 
Miners. 
Lady Broncs defeat Lipscomb 
Staff Reports 
The Lady Broncs defeat­
ed the Lipscomb Lady 
Bison, 76-57 at the 
Fieldhouse on Saturday. 
UTPA took control of the 
game for good at the end of 
the first half and the Lady 
Bison didn't prove any 
threat in the second half. 
The UTPA defense and 
offense was led by Naima 
Williams who accumulated 
22 points, ten rebounds, six 
steals, and four blocks 
while playing 38 minutes. 
Both teams had problems 
early, as each committed 
four turnovers before the 
game was tied at 15 points. 
Before the Lady Bison 
could muster another run, 
the Lady Broncs had a 13-2 
run of their own, to put the 
score at 28-17. 
Lipscomb cut the lead to 
seven but a basket by 
Michelle Smith brought it 
back to nine at the half's 
end. . 
Lipscomb was unable to 
produce any offense, and 
was 1-13 from the three 
point arc and did not shoot 
any free throws. 
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UTSA dominated UTPA as the Roadrunners 
defeated the Lady Broncs 6-1 at the UTSA 
Tennis Complex Sunday morning. UTSA 
won five of six singles matches and two 
doubles matches against UTPA. > 
UTSA 6, THXAS-PA^AME^CAN g 
Celine Merlin! (UTPA) dec Svenja Fuhrig, 
Eveline Folkerts (L ISA) def. Eve 
Nickelson, 6-2, 64 "ijSf 
Phyllis Wilunda (UTSA) def. Julie Fife. 6-0, 
Eva Soderkvist (UTSA) def. Jessica Brown, 
6^# ^ ^ t " 
Mimi Lozano (IfFSA) def. Alana Breen. 6 
Emily Foster (UTSA) def. Mireya Villarreak 
6-1,6-1. 
Doubles-
Soderkvist/Foster DEF. Fife/Brown, 8-3 
Folkerts/Lozano def Breen/Villarereal, 8-3. 
UTSA record: 1-1. 
the doubles matches to give the 
Lady Broncs their most deci­
sive win of the season. 
The win continues the dra­
matic turnaround of the team 
in just the second year of Scott 
Howard's tenure at UTPA. 
The win was the third straight 
over a team that handily beat 
the Broncs last season. The 
Lady Broncs fell to Southwest 
Texas State last season by an 
8-1 count. The Broncs are also 
3-0 against Southland 
Conference schools this sea­
son. 
The Lady Broncs will return 
to action on Sunday when they 
travel to UT-San Antonio to 
take on the Roadrunners at 9 
a.m. 
OTHER ACTION 
The University of Texas-Pan 
American women's tennis team 
won four of six singles match­
es to defeat Sam Houston State 
University 4-3, and earn a split 
of matches for the day in 
action Friday. 
The Lady Broncs, who are 
off to their best start in three 
years, were led by Celine 
Merlini and Eve Nickelson, 
who both overcame injuries to 
win their matches in straight 
sets. Merlini, a freshman from 
Vevey, Switzerland, rolled past 
Ivette Andrade, 6-0, 6-4 at 
number one singles. 
The win was Merlini's team 
high 11th of the season. 
Nickelson, playing number 
two in singles, fought for a 
tough 6-3, 7-5 win over 
Stephanie Sutton. 
Jessica Brown won her sev­
enth match of the season, a 6-
0, 2-6, 10-4 decision over 
Jayme Holmstrom at number 
five. 
Broncs use strong second 
half to drown Islanders 
Lady Broncs' third win surpasses '99-600 total 
By Matt Lynch 
The Pan American 
If the Broncs played every 
game at the Fieldhouse, the 
UTPA men's basketball team 
would have a near-perfect 
record. 
Despite a turnover-riddled 
first half, the Broncs mustered 
a strong second half Saturday 
to top the Texas A&M-Corpus 
Christi Islanders 95-86. The 
Broncs (9-13) improved their 
home record to 7-1 with the 
victory, their third in a row at 
the Fieldhouse. 
"We did pretty good," said 
senior guard Brian 
Merriweather. "We really need­
ed a win and it felt good to get 
one." 
The Islanders got out to a 
quick 8-3 lead using full-court 
defense to stifle the Broncs' 
offense. The Broncs had trou­
ble with the pressure through­
out the game, committing 21 
turnovers. 
"They came at us," 
Merriweather said. "We expect­
ed the press and worked at it, 
but I guess we didn't get it 
down. I guess it's back to the 
drawing board." 
Outsized at nearly every 
position, UTPA gave up a num­
ber of second-chance buckets 
in the opening minutes. The 
Islanders out-rebounded the 
Broncs 37-33 in the game, 
including 19 offensive boards 
compared to the Broncs' nine. 
"We've been playing against 
that all year," Merriweather 
said. "We're a small team, and 
it makes it tough, but we're 
already used to it." 
Junior forward Kyle Sanders 
kept UTPA in the game early, 
scoring eight of the Broncs' 
first 10 points inside. The 
Broncs took their first lead, 16-
15, six minutes into the game 
when junior guard Mire 
Chatman converted a steal into 
a lay-up. 
Chatman had a solid game 
off the bench for the Broncs, 
scoring 21 points in as many 
minutes. He also had five 
assists and was one of three 
Broncs with four steals. 
The Broncs and Islanders 
played neck-and-neck through­
out the first half, exchanging 
the lead six times. The 
Islanders were able to open up 
a slim 37-41 lead with under a 
minute to go, but a buzzer-beat­
ing trey by Merriweather cut 
the lead to one point at half-
time. 
Merriweather's three seemed 
to energize the Broncs, who 
came out firing in the second 
half. Merriweather opened the 
second half strong by hitting 
another three-pointer, and 
senior forward John Braxton 
followed that up with a three-
ball of his own. Merriweather, 
the two-time NCAA three-point 
champion, went 5-for-8 from 
downtown and led the Broncs 
with 27 points. Braxton fin­
ished with 17 points and seven 
boards. 
Although the Islanders kept 
close early in the second half, 
UTPA would not relinquish the 
lead. With less than nine min­
utes to go, the Broncs broke the 
game wide open with a 15-3 
run which pushed the lead to 
65-51. 
The Islanders closed the gap 
to single-digits several times, 
but the Broncs always seemed 
to have an answer. Junior guard 
Armond Wainright, who lead 
the Islanders with 25 points, 
pulled A&M-Corpus Christi to 
within striking distance in the 
closing minutes, but the 
Islanders could get no closer 
than seven points. 
The Broncs owe the victory 
to solid ball movement and 
good shot selection. UTPA shot 
a blistering 60.3 percent from 
the field and 56 percent from 
beyond the arc, compared to 
the Islanders' 45 percent from 
the field and meager 36 percent 
from downtown. 
The Broncs face Belmont 
Feb. 10 and Louisiana-
Lafayette Feb. 12 to close out 
their three-game home stand. 
UTPA suffered a one point, 72-
71 loss to the Ragin' Cajuns the 
last time the two met Jan. 15. 
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Senior guard Brian Merriweather elevates for a break-away 
dunk during a game earlier in the season. 
Sports Information 
The UTPA women's tennis 
team rolled to its third win of 
the season by a 6-1 count over 
Southwest Texas State in 
action Saturday afternoon. 
Celine Merlini continued her 
assault on regional players in 
her first year with the team. 
Merlini, a freshman from 
Vevey, Switzerland, improved 
to 12-4 overall and 3-1 in 
spring matches with an easy 6-
1,6-1 win over Jocelyn Hogan 
at number one singles. Eve 
Nickelson picked up her sev­
enth win of the season, a hard-
fought 2-6, 7-5, 10-6 win over 
Sarah Tritt at number two sin­
gles. 
Also picking up singles wins 
were Julie Fife at number 
three, Alana Breen at number 
five and Mireya Villareal at 
number six. UTPA also swept 
Alana Breen rolled to an 
easy 6-2, 6-0 win over Kim 
Jordan at number six singles. 
Sam Houston State won the 
doubles point after the Lady 
Broncs were forced to forfeit 
matches at number one and 
two doubles due to injuries. 
In the first match of the day, 
the Missouri Tigers swept the 
Lady Broncs 6-0. Doubles 
were not played. 
Merlini nearly pulled off a 
big upset when she took the 
early lead on Urska Juric, win­
ning the first set 6-4. 
Juric won the second set 6-2 
and took the super tiebreaker 
by a 10-4 count for the win. 
Nickelson dropped a 6-3, 6-2 
decision at number two to 
Caitlin Thompson. 
With the win, the Lady 
Broncs improved to 2-1 on the 
season, already surpassing 
their 1999-00 total. 
